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H.P. Acthar Gel is an adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) analogue that stimulates the
release of endogenous cortisol. It is FDA-approved for a number of indications that are more
generally treated with corticosteroids. Only indications that are supported by published clinical
literature will be considered for prior authorization approval.

W.V Medicaid currently considers H.P. Acthar Gel to be medically necessary ONLY for the

treatment of infantile seizures in children less than two (2) years of age. For all other indications,
including the treatment of acute exacerbations of multiple sclerosis®, there is currently no quality
evidence that the medication is superior when compared to other much less costly medications.

Criteria for Approval

1) Medication is to be used as monotherapy for the treatment of infantile spasms
(West syndrome) in infants and children less than two (2) years of age; AND
2) Must be prescribed by a pediatric neurologist or epilepsy specialist.

References

1) HP Acthar package insert revised 9/2012
2) Lexi-Comp Clinical Application 05/05/2015
3) Berkovich R. Treatment of Acute Relapses in Multiple Sclerosis. Neurotherapeutics.
2013 Jan; 10(1): 97-105. Published online 2012 Dec 11.
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3557364/?report=classicttCR44)
4) Filippini G, Brusaferri F, et al. Corticosteroids or ACTH for acute exacerbations in
multiple sclerosis. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2000 CD001331
a. Updated 2009 : http://www.cochrane.org/CD001331/MS the-use-of-anti-
inflammatory-corticosteroids-for-treating-acute-worsening-in-people-with-
multiple-sclerosis
5) Thompson AJ, Kennard C, Swash M, et al. Relative efficacy of intravenous
methylprednisolone and ACTH in the treatment of acute relapse in MS. Neurology.
1989 Jul;39(7):969-71. PubMed PMID: 2544829.
6) Hogan J, Bomback AS, et al. Treatment of Idiopathic FSGS with Adrenocorticotropic
Hormone Gel. Clin J Am Soc Nephrol. 2013 Dec 6; 8(12): 2072—-2081.
7) Bomback AS, Radhakrishnan J. Treatment of nephrotic syndrome with
adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH). Discov. Med. 2011; 12(63):91-6

Version 2 — created 05-05-2015 (BMT)
Approved by DUR Board 5/27/2015 (BMT)



https://bms.wv.gov/page/prior-authorization-forms
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3557364/?report=classic#CR44
http://www.cochrane.org/CD001331/MS_the-use-of-anti-inflammatory-corticosteroids-for-treating-acute-worsening-in-people-with-multiple-sclerosis
http://www.cochrane.org/CD001331/MS_the-use-of-anti-inflammatory-corticosteroids-for-treating-acute-worsening-in-people-with-multiple-sclerosis
http://www.cochrane.org/CD001331/MS_the-use-of-anti-inflammatory-corticosteroids-for-treating-acute-worsening-in-people-with-multiple-sclerosis

